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30 May, 2004

Dear Michasi,

I have Jjust come inside after filling the "gaps" in the areay of
Topatisnces which 1 plant around the trees in the garden behind the house. When
we arrived in Canada 1 bought some tulip bulbs and suggested that Basil plant

them as "Master of the Housse® The asstuwre was largely becsuss [ did not know
fagh way up to plant Lhem And it transpired neither did he! Fortunately, we

v both learnt and have much to see for our efforts on this coast where the
Td olimate is very much mors condusive to gardsning that that of Hova Bootia.

When we returnsd from & crulse in mid Movember I had a nasty cough and a
fluctuatng fever . Despite eioht doctors and rumerous cat scans eto the problem
is Qniy ptaltl b ing diagnossd and chemotherapy is to begin in mid Juns. This
diagnosis has been traced to mescthelial cells of ashestos in the space betwusen
Lh cheat wa% and the lung m&mbrmn&§ A Bnglishman, wellknown to a Tooal
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rently had a persistent cough which was sventually disgnossd as
21114 by nh"“kmm in the ship in which he was torpsdoed during the war!
I was on the Admiral ‘s Sta n Simonstown but never torpedosd! T did, however,
accompany Basil when he Was AssEssing possible asbestos ming areas in the
Transvaal many, sany years agol.
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Mow on to much more p}eaaaﬁf activities for the Cookes. Soms sany months
ag0 Hasil was invited to attend a small svaposium on carbain aspscis
Mar sponsorsd by the mmithﬁﬁﬁlmﬂ ﬂu%aum in Mashington, to bs held in ;
He was noncommital aboul attending as we were still in the dark resarding my
heatth problems. However, he did start fto work on a suitable topic for
presentation and susgested that he would pay hig own way if he d&ridad e
attend! He did not in fact 9o bub had telephone calls from the Chairman/woman
and all were complimsntary about his papsr!

In recent vears we have witnessed the intense "hype" that abttends any
holidayvs and one of thess is "ﬁmth&w’ﬁ Pay". PFabtrick doss a lob of business in
the Eastern United States so ended up flving from Miami to Seattle in Hashington
Btate whers he coliected a rental car and drove North to Vancouver. Here he
arrived at 10 pom. on the Friday. Baturday - Mother‘s Day - was celebrated by
tive Cogkes as Christopher and Shareon came to lunch.  The day was perfect and
e vs@ﬁﬁ much of it outdoors.  Pabtrick the next day spent time on his computer
writing reports bub we did have some time to catch up on news Before lsaving
the Maritimes he had reminded his three sons NIT to forgst thalw Mother's Day.
This they did in very different ways. The voungest made a card, the second or
miéﬁ?a son woke his Mother at 7.30 a.m. (a Tittle ahead of her rising hour) with
a tray with scramblied eggs, fried bologna and coffes! The eldest son telephonsd
his Father on the West Coast with us to reguest tha $50.00 be placed
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slectronicaliy in his bank account as he was broke and unable fo make a sultable



purchase for his Mother!  We might have besn

disturbed by this bub Prandon has
Just finished his First Year at University with 2

fi-y ZA, and 1A+,

The enciosed very special phobtogeraph cams to light and should, we feel go
tooyou.  Basil had both sides copied and 1T am retaining thoss with the ‘photos
have of Win. Bhe was, [ am sure, the most universally loved of the Woolle
Family. My Father and Mobther became very 111 when both suffersd the aftermarth
of the 1921 “flu. Win came to the rescue, though I gather that at that btime I
felt that [ was coping guite adeguatelv. Each morning after my breakfast, I
would ao into the kitchen and give the ordsr to the Cook regarding the meals for
the day! I gather there was a great similiarity in these which Win, on her
arrival had to work round to ensure balanced meals for all. Howsver, Win and 1
did enjoy sach other enormously. After her death her Doctor talked to Mick
Moore and commentsd that he thought that Win was loocking forward to somebhin
and was "Hdihlﬁ%" for her birthday & month or 50 away. Mick replied that sh
had in fact besn walting for my visit from Canada to sss her in Caps Town.
Indesd, whwﬁ vou Tooked after us, s0 nobly in Caloubtita, vou told me of her
death .
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I am sorey 1 have not weitten bedore but 1 was Teft not knowing whai was
what . Py FMeals on Whesls have also experenced problems as owe Treasurer has
developed Attzheimer’'s Disase and this has involved diplomacy as well as kesping
things on track. The final Dwmb%mm was the pickseting of owe meal preparer by
striking hospital workers but &1l eeciplents are now again fed. During all this
vou will appreciate that Basil has besn kept very busy!

Much Tove fto vou and Dorothy. Tell her that I have taken the ons action
apen Lo me -~ 1 have had my hair cut as short as a boy in the knowledge that I
shall hopefully not notice how such T Tose when receiving the chemotherapy!




